PREFATORY NOTE.
THE edition of Lord Chesterfield's writings, of which this is a reprint, consisted originally of four volumes, published in 1845. These were supplemented in 1853 by a fifth volume, containing Speeches, Essays, and other miscellaneous matter, together with a considerable number of passages omitted from the letters to his son and to the Bishop of Waterford, as previously published, and supplied from the original MSS., which had in the interval come into the editor's hands. In the present edition these passages have been inserted in the places where they belong, this being obviously the course which Earl Stanhope would himself have adopted if he had had the opportunity. The reason for the omissions is in most cases apparent, and, in order that the reader may have his attention directed to it, the additional matter, except where it consists merely of a suppressed name, has been distinguished from the context by being enclosed between brackets.
iii